
1 

 

  

 

 

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

    

 

  

 

P.3 ð LATEST POLITICAL DVPTS 
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life against the politics of death 
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P.24 ð MOBILISATIONS 
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executive director / UNFAIR / 
Wifi in the LampedusaΩs hotspot 

 

NO ONE IS ILLEGAL! 
 

Abandoning people at sea as daily practice and policy in Malta. Repression of the 
Italian government against the civil fleet, while a shipwreck at the coast of Calabria 
was not prevented and another one was intentionally provoked in international sea. 
An escalation of racism and violence against black people promoted by the Tunisian 
president. In three main articles, we try to cover and to contextualize the horrific 
recent developments in the Central Mediterranean region.  
 

We do it with the promise, never to accept the death at sea, the murderous EU 
border regime and its externalisation attempts to North-African countries. We will 
go on to fight for safe passage and an open Mediterranean space, in and from both 
sides of the coast. Solidarity will win, no one is illegal! 

 
During the first two months of the year 2023: 
¶ 14.543 people arrived in Italy by boat and of which a significant number 

arrived autonomously (UNHCR figure until the 6th of March). 
¶ 995 people were rescued by the civil fleet from 16 boats in distress (CMRCC 

figure). 
¶ 3.046 people were pushed back to Libya after they were intercepted by the 

EU-supported so-called Libyan Coast Guard (IOM figures until the 4th of 
March). This number is additional to the shipwreck in front of Crotone 
where 70 people who departed from Turkey lost their lives. 335 people who 
fled Libya died or are reported missing (IOM figure). 
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The CMRCC is a network of different 
non-governmental actors and 

individuals with Search & Rescue (SAR) 
experience in the Mediterranean. It 
supports the fleet of NGOs that have 
assisted and brought to safety tens of 

thousands of people since 2014. 

This was done through maritime rescues 
carried out by NGO ships, aerial 

monitoring flights with civil aircrafts, as 
well as through the Alarm Phone 

hotline, which has supported over 5.000 
boats in danger since 2014. 

The CMRCC aims to contribute towards 
creating a network of solidarity in 
support of people on the move. 

 

 

 

 

Picture Alarmphone, CommemorAction in Oujda  

#Cutro shipwreck 

 11 March 2023 
9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ƪƛƭƭΗ  

Freedom of movement for all! 

No one is illegal! 
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LATEST POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS
òCUTRO EFFECTó: THE CHALLENGE 

OF LIFE AGAINST THE POLITICS OF 

DEATH 

By Mediterranea Saving Humans  
 
Exactly two weeks after the Cutro shipwreck, a new 
massacre. While, at the time of writing, the sea off 
the coast of Calabria has so far returned the bodies of 
79 people, mostly women and children, victims of last 
26th February shipwreck, 330 nautical miles away 
another 30 people lost their lives on the morning of 
12th March (see article on p.31). 
 
²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ άǘǊŀƎƛŎ 
ŦŀǘŀƭƛǘƛŜǎέΣ ōǳǘ ƳŀǎǎŀŎǊes caused by the border 
regime and its criminal management. Not only for the 
historical reasons we all know - namely, the denial of 
freedom of movement to people and the absence of 
legal and safe channels for entry into Europe. But 
precisely because of the specific logic that has been 
established in recent years. 
 
In the case of Cutro, the superiority ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŦƛƎƘǘ 
ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴέ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 
ƘǳƳŀƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŀǘ ǎŜŀΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άƭŀǿ 
ŜƴŦƻǊŎŜƳŜƴǘέ ƳŜŎƘŀƴƛǎƳΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ at 
ǎŜŀΣ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ά{!w ŜǾŜƴǘǎέΣ ƛΦŜΦ ǘƘŜ 
activity aimed at rescuing people. The contingent 
confusion and errors of judgment made to 
correspond to this approach.  
 
In the case of the shipwreck in international waters 
110 nautical miles north-west of Benghazi, with the 
murderous pretext of the "Libyan SAR zone", the non-
assistance and delay in rescue resulting from waiting 
for the so-called Libyan coast guard to capture and 
deport people, because this is and always remains the 
first option that the Italian and European authorities 
want to reserve for people fleeing from that country. 
 
In the face of these facts, the inhuman way in which 
the Italian government has attempted to justify what 
happened and with which it has treated victims, 
survivors and their families, without any respect for 
their pain, blaming and criminalising them, is more 
than striking. Beyond the usual hypocrisy that 
European politicians have accustomed us to in recent 
years when faced with these tragedies, the Cutro 
massacre was taken as a further step in the 
brutalisation of migration policies. 
 

After last January's anti-NGO decree, the Council of 
Ministers, meeting exceptionally in Cutro, approved a 
new decree that contains tougher prison sentences 
for so-ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎƳǳƎƎƭŜǊǎέΣ restrictions on the granting 
of humanitarian protection, prolongation of 
administrative detention in newly-built Repatriation 
/ŜƴǘǊŜǎ ό/twύΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ άŦƭƻǿǎέ ǘƻ 
regulate migrant labour forces. 
 
On the other hand however, many things have 
changed since Cutro: Italian civil society's response to 
the massacre has been powerful and widespread, 
fuelling a trend of resistance that we had already 
identified in the conflict over civil rescue between 
November 2022 and January 2023. 
 
First of all, the local communities in Calabria, ordinary 
people and mayors, have all shown their indignation 
for the massacre, without the normalisation and 
habituation to death at sea that we have seen in 
recent years, but challenging the official versions and 
rallying around the survivors. 
 
There have been shameful looting operations, but the 
families of the victims, citizens from Pakistan, 
Afghanistan (mainly), Iran and Syria, who came to 
Crotone from all over Europe to recognise and 
recover their dead relatives, have shown 
extraordinary strength and dignity, opposing all 
attempts at instrumentalisation. 
 
At their side, organised networks and individual 
activists have tirelessly worked to support the people 
involved in the shipwreck and to build a counter-
investigation on the massacre that has produced a 
ŎƻƳǇƭŀƛƴǘ ŦƻǊ άŦŀƛƭǳǊŜ-to-assist, shipwreck and 
multiǇƭŜ ŎǳƭǇŀōƭŜ ƘƻƳƛŎƛŘŜέ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǘŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ 
40 organisations, capable of documenting the very 
heavy responsibilities of the Italian authorities. 
 
Another important, and in many ways new, fact was 
the reaction of mainstream media journalists, many 
of which were engaged in challenging the official 
version and actively pursuing the government. 
 
All this translated into two weeks of permanent 
mobilisation, spread throughout Italy, with dozens of 
demonstrations in large cities and small towns, the 
protest against the government with the symbolic 
throwing of soft toys on politicians' armoured cars. 
And on Saturday 11th March, the march in Cutro with 
10.000 people arriving from all over Italy alongside 
the families of the victims and survivors, the 
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commemoration on the beach and the promise to 
fight together to "stop the massacre." 
 
At the same time, during the first window of good 
weather conditions, several thousand people arrived 
independently on dozens of small boats on 
Lampedusa, defying the racist policies of the regime 
in Tunisia and the violence at sea of its Navy. On the 
island, they found the usual undignified reception of 
the hotspot system and the deliberate 
disorganisation of the transfer procedures to the 
continent, with the continuous violation of the rights 
of minors and adults. In the same days, struggling for 
each rescue, more than 1.300 people were rescued 
by the Italian Coast Guard in the southern Ionian Sea, 
forcing the Meloni government once again to 

measure the abysmal distance between its racist 
propaganda and the irreducible reality. 
 
In the news of these hours, the "Cutro effect" is 
showing all its ambivalence. Its direction will depend 
on the ability to give continuity to everything that is 
moving in Italian (and European) society, to make a 
further qualitative leap by reinforcing political 
alliances and strengthening operational cooperation 
between movements, groups and organisations of 
the Civil Fleet and whoever is fighting for freedom of 
movement and people's fundamental rights. The 
challenge for life against the politics of death is wide 
open. 
 

 

 

Mediterranea saving humans, 
@RescueMed  
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ESCALATION OF RACISM IN TUNISIA 

Since February 2023, Tunisia has faced a strong 
escalation of racism and violence against black people 
both on an institutional level and from inside society.  

An increasingly dictatorial president is copying racist 
conspiracy theories of European fascists alleging 
"population exchange" in the North African context, 
and blows the whistle on the hunt and criminalisation 
of west and central African  migration, but also 
affecting students or black Tunisians. The fact that 
the Italian Minister of foreign affairs and the post-
fascist prime minister were guests shortly before is 
probably no coincidence. Especially since they have 
offered their counterparts in Tunis to issue more visas 
for Tunisian seasonal workers in exchange for Tunisia 

ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻƴ ϦƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎά ŀƴŘ 
prevent departures from the Tunisian coasts. Also the 
French government still builds an European back up 
for the president Kais Saied, whose government was 
ŎƻƴŦǊƻƴǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ αƴŜǿ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǊŜŎƻǊŘά ƻŦ ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ 
boycott in December 2022: only 8,8 % of the eligible 
voters in Tunisia participated. 

The following text is not a deeper analysis of the 
Tunisian situation but rather, fragments from 
different sources aiming to give an overview of the 
latest developments in Tunisia. Not to forget: Tunisia 
ǿŀǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ōŀǊƎŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ 9¦ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ άǎŀŦŜ 
portά ƻǊ άǎŀŦŜ ǘƘƛǊŘ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅά ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 
to externalize the border regime to North Africa.  

 

 MIGRATION CONTROL: ON THE RACIST EVENTS IN TUNISIA ð BACKGROUND AND OVERVIEW  

In recent weeks, Black people in Tunisia face a 
repressive wave of arbitrary arrests and police and 
state violence as well as attacks by civil groups. 
Targeting people coming from Central and West 
African countries, the already existing racism in the 
country has escalated. Migration control collected 
material to give an overview on the current situation 
and its background. 

 

By Migration Control  

https://migration-control.info/on-the-racist-events-
in-tunisia-background-overview/ 

6 March 2023

CURRENT SITUATION 

άCƻǊ ǎŜǾŜǊŀƭ ƳƻƴǘƘǎΣ ŀ ǊŀŎƛǎǘ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ {ǳō-
Saharans in Tunisia has been growing. The president 
himself subscribed to these racist and conspiracy 
theories and pointed the finger at the Sub-Saharans, 
accusing them of being ΰƘƻǊŘŜǎΨ and that sub-
Saharan immigration is a ΰcriminal 
ŜƴǘŜǊǇǊƛǎŜΨ whose goal would be to ΰchange the 
ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŎƻƳǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΨΦά In 
the press statement published on the 21 February 
2023 following a National Security Council 
meeting, president Kais Saied resurrected many 
racist and xenophobic tropes used by other fascist 
movements. He αƻǊŘŜǊŜŘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ 
ΰǳǊƎŜƴǘ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎΨΦ ώΧϐ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜŘ нмΣллл 
sub-Saharan African people in Tunisia ς most of 
whom are undocumented ς lost their jobs and 
ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊƴƛƎƘǘΦά The Association of African 
Students and Interns in Tunisia highlights that there is 
an αƻƴƎƻƛƴƎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳƛŎ ŎŀƳǇŀƛƎƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǊǊŜǎǘǎ 
targeting [Black immigration], independently from 
their status, who are not carrying their residency card 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜƳΦά αLƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ǿŜŜƪǎ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ŀǘ 

least 1,540 people were detained, mostly in Tunis and 
provinceǎ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ !ƭƎŜǊƛŀƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊΦά 

The situation has become increasingly violent in the 
last weeks. In addition to the government forces 
targeting Black people, αǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪǎ ǇŜǊǇŜǘǊŀǘŜŘ 
by citizens, who taunt their victims with racial 
ǎƭǳǊǎά are taking place. Attacked people report about 
fleeing αǇƻƎroming mobs consisting of, they said, 20+ 
¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀƴ ȅƻǳƴƎ ƳŜƴΦ ΰ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜƭȅ ǊǳƴƴƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛǾŜǎΣΨ ǎŀƛŘ [ŀǘƛǎƘŀΣ ǿƘƻ ǎŎǊŜŀƳŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴ ǘƻ 
Ǌǳƴ ŦŀǎǘŜǊΦά There are accounts about αΰώŀϐǊƳŜŘ 
ƳƻōǎΨ and ǊŀǇŜ ΰōȅ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳƻōǎΦϥά On social media 
torture videos circulate. αLƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōǳǊōǎ ƻŦ ¢ǳƴƛǎΣ ŀ 
group of Sub-Saharan Africans have been attacked by 
young Tunisians who have broken down their doors 
and set fire to their building. Houses were 
ǊŀƴǎŀŎƪŜŘΦά 

α9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ Ŧŀƭƭǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ 
ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩ ς those with or without jobs, 
those with university classes to attend ς are 
too scared to leave their homes because the racist 
ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΦά A law 

https://migration-control.info/on-the-racist-events-in-tunisia-background-overview/
https://migration-control.info/on-the-racist-events-in-tunisia-background-overview/
https://inkyfada.com/fr/2023/02/26/violences-racisme-tunisie/
https://inkyfada.com/fr/2023/02/26/violences-racisme-tunisie/
https://inkyfada.com/fr/2023/02/26/violences-racisme-tunisie/
https://inkyfada.com/fr/2023/02/26/violences-racisme-tunisie/
https://inkyfada.com/fr/2023/02/26/violences-racisme-tunisie/
https://inkyfada.com/fr/2023/02/26/violences-racisme-tunisie/
https://inkyfada.com/fr/2023/02/26/violences-racisme-tunisie/
https://inkyfada.com/fr/2023/02/26/violences-racisme-tunisie/
https://www.facebook.com/Presidence.tn/posts/pfbid0cu687eCQLSvboEwTcHe1zuUSeJUMeAsWyqnFp4N9nKbgqWbgYdifTX5Qcz3dQqYsl
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/3/sub-saharan-africans-recount-tunisia-hell-amid-crackdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/3/sub-saharan-africans-recount-tunisia-hell-amid-crackdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/3/sub-saharan-africans-recount-tunisia-hell-amid-crackdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/3/sub-saharan-africans-recount-tunisia-hell-amid-crackdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/3/sub-saharan-africans-recount-tunisia-hell-amid-crackdown
https://mobile.twitter.com/MedDhiaH/status/1626943891944488960
https://mobile.twitter.com/MedDhiaH/status/1626943891944488960
https://mobile.twitter.com/MedDhiaH/status/1626943891944488960
https://mobile.twitter.com/MedDhiaH/status/1626943891944488960
https://www.disorient.de/magazin/tunisia-saied-dictatorship-police-violence-racist-agitation
https://www.disorient.de/magazin/tunisia-saied-dictatorship-police-violence-racist-agitation
https://www.disorient.de/magazin/tunisia-saied-dictatorship-police-violence-racist-agitation
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/3/sub-saharan-africans-recount-tunisia-hell-amid-crackdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/3/sub-saharan-africans-recount-tunisia-hell-amid-crackdown
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/3/3/sub-saharan-africans-recount-tunisia-hell-amid-crackdown
https://twitter.com/MonicaLMarks/status/1632089602855927809
https://twitter.com/MonicaLMarks/status/1632089602855927809
https://twitter.com/MonicaLMarks/status/1632089602855927809
https://twitter.com/MonicaLMarks/status/1632089602855927809
https://twitter.com/MonicaLMarks/status/1632134242867068928
https://twitter.com/MonicaLMarks/status/1632134242867068928
https://twitter.com/MonicaLMarks/status/1632141907081011205
https://inkyfada.com/en/2023/03/02/sub-saharan-africans-racist-violence-tunisia/
https://inkyfada.com/en/2023/03/02/sub-saharan-africans-racist-violence-tunisia/
https://inkyfada.com/en/2023/03/02/sub-saharan-africans-racist-violence-tunisia/
https://inkyfada.com/en/2023/03/02/sub-saharan-africans-racist-violence-tunisia/
https://inkyfada.com/en/2023/03/02/sub-saharan-africans-racist-violence-tunisia/
https://roape.net/2023/03/01/making-tunisia-non-african-again-saieds-anti-black-campaign/
https://roape.net/2023/03/01/making-tunisia-non-african-again-saieds-anti-black-campaign/
https://roape.net/2023/03/01/making-tunisia-non-african-again-saieds-anti-black-campaign/
https://roape.net/2023/03/01/making-tunisia-non-african-again-saieds-anti-black-campaign/
https://roape.net/2023/03/01/making-tunisia-non-african-again-saieds-anti-black-campaign/
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ŦǊƻƳ мфсу ǘƘŀǘ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛȊŜǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ αƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜά ƛƴ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΣ is now being applied. Patricia 
Gnahoré explains αǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
February 9, when alarmist messages began 
circulating on social networks: landlords would be 
facing fines and prison sentences if they housed 
undocumented Sub-{ŀƘŀǊŀƴǎΦά While some people 
are being supported by friends and activists who try 
to organize support, many have no choice but to 
sleep outside, with more than 100 people camping at 
the International Organization for Migration and in 
front of different embassies. 

αDǳƛƴŜŀ ώŀƴŘ aŀƭƛϐ ŀƴŘ /ƻǘŜ ŘΩLǾƻƛǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜǇŀǘǊƛŀǘƛƴƎ 
their citiȊŜƴǎ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΦά αIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 
living irregularly in Tunisia have accumulated large 
sums of outstanding fees over the years, too much for 
them to pay. While Tunisian authorities are 
themselves pushing migrants to leave, they still insist 
ƻƴ ŎŀǎƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻΦά 

The African Union highlights that they are in αŘŜŜǇ 
shock and concern at the form and substance of the 
statement targeting fellow Africans, notwithstanding 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǎǘŀǘǳǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦά The events of the 
last days strongly impacted ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΩǎ ƛƳŀƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
African continent and within the African 
Union. Furthermore, an α!¦ pan-African conference 
scheduled for mid-March in Tunis has been 

postponed. Former Senegalese Prime Minister 
!Ƴƛƴŀǘŀ ¢ƻǳǊŞ ŜǾŜƴ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ŦƻǊ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΩǎ !¦ 
membership to be suspended and for the country to 
ōŜ ŜȄŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ !ŦǊƛŎŀ /ǳǇΦά 

SOLIDARITY 

Multiple protests have been taking place in Tunisia 
with demonstrators denouncing the racist and fascist 
violence. Already on February 25th αƻǾŜǊ мΣллл 
people marched through downtown Tunis to protest 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ {ŀƛŜŘΩǎ ŦŀǎŎƛǎǘ ƻǾŜǊǘǳǊŜǎΦά αIŜƴŘŀ 
Chennaoui, one of the principal figures in the 
ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ƴŜǿ CǊƻƴǘ !ƴǘƛŦŀǎŎƛǎǘŜ ώΧϐ ώƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎϐ ΰǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǇǳōƭƛŎ ǘƘŀǘ 
the president used fascist and racist speech to 
discriminate against the most vulnerable and the 
ƳŀǊƎƛƴŀƭƛǎŜŘΦϥά Protests in front of Tunisian 
embassies are being organized around the world, 
such as in Paris, Berlin as well as Canada. 

In the Front antifasciste ς Tunisie activists and 
associations gather to organize support for Black 
people in the country. α¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ 
volunteers brought donations of food, water and 
blankets, along with some tents to help those 
ŘƛǎǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ ώΧϐ ώIƻǿŜǾŜǊΣϐ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƴƎ 
Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴǎ ώŦƻǊ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎϐ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘǊŜŀǘǎΦά 

  
Haifa Mzalouat, Demonstration in Tunis, 25th February 2023 
2023 
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POLITICAL LEVEL 

President Saied is distracting from the political and 
economic situation in the country. He was elected in 
fall 2019 and his governing style has become 
increasingly authoritarian. αhǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǘǿƻ ǿŜŜƪǎ, 
a spate of high-profile arrests has rocked Tunisia, as 
over a dozen political figures, trade unionists and 
members of the media have been taken into custody 
on security or graft charges. Some have been dragged 
from their homes without warrants; others, put on 
trial before military courts, despite being civilians. 
Many are being held in what their lawyers say are 
inhumane conditions, crammed in cells with scores of 
ǇǊƛǎƻƴŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜŘǎΦά A terrorism law allows 
the authorities to hold people αŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŀȄƛƳǳƳ ƻŦ мр 
Řŀȅǎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŎƘŀǊƎŜ ƻǊ Ŏƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭŀǿȅŜǊΦά 

In addition, α{ŀƛŜŘ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǳǘŜǊŜŘ ǇŀǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
pushed through a new constitution that gives him 
near-unlimited control and makes it almost 
ƛƳǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇŜŀŎƘ ƘƛƳΦά  This was preceded and 
enabled by a very volatile situation in the country, 
as αǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎƛƴƎ ŦǊŀƎƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
executive branch, among state institutions, within 
and between political parties, within civil society, and 
ŜǾŜƴ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǊŜƎƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΦά The political 
and economic instability in the country, resulted in 
wide-spread support of his presidency, which has 
increasingly shifted to repressive centralization of 
power. 

The statement and development are connecting to a 
growing populist discourse. α{ŀƛŜŘΩǎ crackdown on 
undocumented sub-Saharan immigrants has taken 
place in the context of the rise of the hitherto 
unknown Parti Nationaliste Tunisien, which has been 
pushing a racist agenda relentlessly since early 
February. The party has flooded social media with 
conspiracy theories and dubiously edited videos that 
have encouraged Tunisians to report on 
ǳƴŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ōŜŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ΰŎƻƭƻƴƛǎŜΨ 
the country ς the same conspiratorial language 
ŀŘƻǇǘŜŘ ōȅ {ŀƛŜŘΦά 

ECONOMIC LEVEL 

Tunisia αƛǎ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎ ǳƴŘŜǊ ŎǊƛǇǇƭƛƴƎ ƛƴŦƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 
debt worth around 80 percent of its gross domestic 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ όD5tύά. In addition, there is a shortage of 
basic foods such as rice, which is putting a lot of 
ǇǊŜǎǎǳǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ Ψ[Ŝǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƛƴǎΩ are used as 
a scapegoat for the lack of products such as rice. α¢ƘŜ 
rice-crisis is not the first time that populations 
ǊŀŎƛŀƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ Ψ!ŦǊƛŎŀƴΩ ŀǊŜ ōƭŀƳŜŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
economic disaster in Tunisia, which in reality is a 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ ŀōŀƴŘƻƴƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ 
marginalized communities and the pressures of 
Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŎŀǇƛǘŀƭƛǎƳΦά However, since the racist tropes 
are connecting to a familiar discourse, 
the αŎǊŀŎƪŘƻǿƴ ƻƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ {ŀƛŜŘΩǎ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ Ƙŀǎ ώΧϐ ǿƻƴ ƘƛƳ ŦŀǾƻǳǊ ŀƳƻƴƎ Ƴany in his 
working-class political base, who have been at the 
ǎƘŀǊǇ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ŀ ŘƛǊŜ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦά 

The current events seem to have triggered 
international responses since Italy now supports 
Tunisia as it αis seeking to obtain a loan from the IMF 
due to a severe eŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦά This is being 
ŜȄǇƭƛŎƛǘƭȅ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘǎ όǎŜŜ 
section on Externalization & Immigration). 

Ultimately these actions are enhancing the 
dependencies to Europe and weaken pan-African 
ties. αYŀiǎ {ŀƛŜŘΩǎ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ƛƴŎƻƳǇŜǘŜƴŎŜ ς as well 
as the refusal of North African governments to 
prioritize regional and inner-African trade which 
would allow evading dictates from the Global North 
and its proxies such as the IMF more effectively ς are 
now once more fueling dynamics that in fact counter 
pan-!ŦǊƛŎŀƴ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦά In fact, the αǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ 
comments could also have direct consequences for 
Tunisian companies, which have increasingly 
expanded into other African countries in recent years. 
Guinean media report that several wholesalers have 
suspended imports of Tunisian products. Senegalese 
and Ivoirian importers want to join the boycott.ά 

In addition, according to Human Rights Watch αŀǘ 
ƭŜŀǎǘ пл ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊά. This will 
have a detrimental impact on the education market, 
since αώŦϐƻǊ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀƴ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǳƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘƛŜǎΣ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ 
from other African countries are an essential part of 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƳƻŘŜƭΦά  

These factors might have contributed to 
the statement posted by the government on 
Facebook on March 5th, attempting to backpedal the 
racist campaign and highlighting their 
αŀǎǘƻƴƛǎƘƳŜƴǘά ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƻƭŜƴŎŜ in the last weeks. 
!ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƴƻǿ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎƛƴƎ α¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΩǎ !ŦǊƛŎŀƴ 
ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅά ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛ-
discrimination law from 2018, it announces plans to 
enhance the legal security of African migrants in 
Tunisia. Whether and how the statement will be 
implemented remains to be seen, αώƛϐǘ ŀǇǇŜŀǊǎ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ 
that Tunisia is now also facing a considerable 
radicalization of its migration poƭƛŎƛŜǎΦ ώΧϐ {ŀƛŜŘΩǎ 
future migration policies, however, are likely to go 
beyond the ongoing wave of arrests, and in a worst-
ŎŀǎŜ ǎŎŜƴŀǊƛƻΣ ǿƛƭƭ Ǝƻ ŜǾŜƴ ŦŀǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘΦά 
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EXTERNALIZATION & IMMIGRATION 

α²ƘƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ¦ƴƛƻƴΩǎ ǾƛƻƭŜƴǘ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
apparatus is indeed responsible for the oppression 
and murder of sub-Saharan migrants (and Tunisians) 
in Tunisia, the Tunisian state also contributes to their 
ƻǇǇǊŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƳǳǊŘŜǊΦά Many people try to travel to 
Europe via and from Tunisia. αLǘǎ ǇǊƻȄƛƳƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ 
external border has made Tunisia a major hub for 
ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΦ LǘŀƭȅΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ мрл 
kilometers (90 miles) away. Tunisia relaxed visa 
requirements in 2015, allowing many sub-Saharan 
and North Africans migrants to move to the country 
ŀƴŘ ǿƻǊƪΦ ώΧϐ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛties frequently turned a blind 
eye to workers without permits who were saving for 
ŀ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΦά This renders Black migrants 
very vulnerable to exploitation as well as policy 
changes. 

Already prior to the current escalation Black people 
experienced discrimination; Shreya Parikh 
highlighted in August 2022 that α{ǳō-Saharan 
women and men who depend on the labour market 
have spoken to me of persistent exploitation and 
racialised violence (both verbal and physical) at 
ǿƻǊƪǇƭŀŎŜΦά This is enhanced and enabled by the 
uncertain legal situation. αLƴ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜ ƻŦ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΣ ŀƴ 
im/migration non-policy is deliberately maintained by 
institutional actors at different levels (border police, 
internal affairs ministry, private legal agencies 
promising paper-work) because, among others, it is a 
lucrative site ŦƻǊ ŎƻǊǊǳǇǘƛƻƴΦά This affects mostly 
Black people. αaƻǎǘ ǎǳō-Saharan migrants (like 
Western European migrants) enter Tunisia as legal 
migrants because of 3-month visa-free policies; but 
the Tunisian state forces all migrants to become 
illegal by its refusal to deliver legal documentation. 
This means that Tunisia also has European migrants 
ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ΨƛƭƭŜƎŀƭƭȅΦΩ .ǳǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀƭ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ΨƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘΣΩ ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƻŘƛŜǎ 
never fit. It is the Black and dark-skinned bodies that 
are assumed to be illegal and criminal, as is clear from 
arrests of sub-Saharan migrants who carry residence 
permits, as well as absence of arrests of European 
ΨƛƭƭŜƎŀƭΩ ƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎΦά 

The current developments have to be understood in 
the context of the externalization of the European 

border. The Tunisian Forum for Social and Economic 
Rights (FTDES) highlights that the α9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ ōƻǊŘŜǊ 
outsourcing policies have contributed for years to 
transform Tunisia into a key player in the surveillance 
of Mediterranean migration routes, including the 
interception of migrant boats outside territorial 
waters and their transfer to Tunisia. Discriminatory 
and restrictive policies in Algeria also contribute to 
pushing migrants to flee to Tunisia. These policies 
deepen the human tragedy of migrants in a Tunisia in 
political and socio-ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŎǊƛǎƛǎΦά  Sofian Philip 
Naceur analyses that αώŀϐǎ {ŀieds government 
continues to play along as the watchdog for the 
European border regime, though not without 
ostentatiously displaying its self-interest in migration 
control, the Italian government is suddenly soliciting 
ŦƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀΩǎ ŘŜŜǇƭy troubled public 
coffers from the EU and the International Monetary 
CǳƴŘ όLaCύΦ LƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎΦά 

{ƻ ŦŀǊΣ ǘƘŜ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ Ƙŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻǾƻƪŜŘ 
supportive reactions from European politicians. The 
French far-right politician, Eric Zemmour, who is one 
of the most prominent supporters of the conspiracy 
ǘƘŜƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ αDǊŜŀǘ wŜǇƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘάΣ supported the 
statement on Twitter. And the Italian foreign minister 
Antonio Tajani expressed in a phone call with his 
Tunisian counterpart that αǘƘŜ Lǘŀƭƛŀƴ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ 
at the forefront of supporting Tunisia in its border 
control activities, in the fight against human 
trafficking, as well as in the creation of legal channels 
to Italy for Tunisian workers and in the creation of 
training opportunities as an alternative to 
ƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴά without mentioning the current violence 
at all. Furthermore, Italy is sending 100 more pick-ups 
worth more than 3.6 million Euro to reinforce the 
Tunisian Ministry of the Interior in the fight against 
ΰƛǊǊŜƎǳƭŀǊΨ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀǘƛƻƴ. 

Or how Le Monde summarizes: αώ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜƭƭŜǊƛŜǎϐ 
have not reacted to the presidential charge against 
sub-Saharan migrants. And for good reason: Mr. Said 
is responding rather positively to calls from Europe ς 
primarily Italy ς to better lock its maritime borders in 
order to stem the flow of migrants across the 
aŜŘƛǘŜǊǊŀƴŜŀƴΦά 
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 TUNISIA WILL NOT BE FASCIST AS KAIS SAIED WANTS 

 
9ȄŎŜǊǇǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ ǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ άFront anti-ŦŀǎŎƛǎǘŜ ǘǳƴƛǎƛŜƴέ 

23 February 2023 (translation from Arabic) 
 
 

 INTERVIEW WITH MOHAMED SALIH ADAM, "PROTECTION OF REFUGEES IN TUNISIA" 

By Alarm Phone Tunis  

/ŀƴ ȅƻǳ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎŜ ǘƘŜ άtǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ wŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ƛƴ 
¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀέ ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΥ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘΚ  And 
why? 
 
The Refugee Protection Movement was created in 
2020 during the COVID-19 pandemic.  Our aim was to 

inform refugees and asylum seekers about their 
rights and denounce the lack of support from the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees and 
its partners. 

 

 
 

ά²ŜΣ [...] consider that this inhuman discourse, which criminalizes 
a natural phenomenon inherent to human history and a universal 

human right, the freedom of movement - which capitalist 
globalization has made a privilege -, leads to discriminatory 

policies based on the externalization of European borders and 
immigration policy; strongly fractures the social fabric; exposes 
vulnerable migrants and Tunisians to the risk of racist attacks, 

similar to the risks that Tunisian migrants are exposed to 
elsewhere; and distorts the country's histoǊȅΦέ 

 

Picture άProtection of refugees in Tunisiaέ, March 2023 
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What is the situation of refugees in Tunisia?  
 
The situation is really bad. All the rights of refugees 
are violated, there is no support provided to them 
and they are left to their fate. Many are forced to 
work very hard to cover their basic needs.  
 
They are subjected to extortion and work long hours 
for low wages. The refugee status in Tunisia granted 
by the United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR) does not provide any protection. 
There is a lot of discrimination regarding the access to 
asylum in Tunisia, depending on nationality. 
 
I was in Libya for two years and I think that Libya is 
not different from Tunisia, but rather the same thing. 
Everyone believes that Tunisia is a safe country, but 
they know the violations that happen to refugees and 
immigrants in general, such as exclusion and denial of 
all rights.  
 
The fact that many people are taking boats to Europe 
from Tunisia is the biggest proof that Tunisia is not 
what everyone thinks. Tunisia is an unsafe country for 
immigrants and refugees. There is bullying and lack of 
acceptance of us by the Tunisian people. 
 
 
 
 

How did the situation in Tunisia change for blacks 
after Kais Saeed's speech?  
 
This is a purely racist discourse that negatively affects 
refugees and immigrants. I think that after the violent 
racist attacks, it is not possible to stay in Tunisia. We 
have been expelled from our homes and businesses 
and have become homeless. We are now calling for 
evacuation from Tunisia. There is a consensus on 
hatred of black people everywhere, in public 
transportation, in the streets, at work... Racism is very 
strong. 
 
Following the racist declaration of the President, we 
are now sleeping in front of the UNHCR office in Tunis 
to demand evacuation. We also made statements to 
the press. Our sit-in in front of the UNHCR office was 
forcibly dispersed by the police. 
 
L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ǎŀŦŜ ƛƴ ¢ǳƴƛǎƛŀ ŀƴŘ ŦŜŀǊ ŎǊƛƳƛƴŀƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ 
because of my demands. I was already arrested and 
imprisoned in Abu Shusheh for political reasons. Now 
I am being watched by security personnel, they are 
following me everywhere. As many people here, I fear 
for my life in Tunisia. The situation in Tunisia is very 
bad and the refugee card does not give us any 
protection. This is why we demand evacuation from 
this country quickly. 
 

 ALARMPHONE 9TH MARCH: òIN TUNISIA, BLACK PEOPLE ARE ATTACKED ON LAND AND AT SEA!ó
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IT MAKES A DIFFERENCE! 
A DIARY OF RESCUE COORDINATION BY CIVIL ACTORS IN THE CENTRAL MEDITERRANEAN SEA 

The following section provides an overview of the level and impact of rescue coordination by civil actors in the 
Central Mediterranean Sea, using brief reports and Twitter extracts. 

In the first two months of the year the weather 
conditions were fairly bad, while people on the move 
still use the short good weather windows in between. 
The civil fleet rescued 995 people from 16 boats in 
distress. Most of these departed from Libya, while it 

remains difficult for civil actors to operate closer to 
the Tunisian shores where since the racist 
developments in Tunisia it again became clear how 
unseen and how unreported the violence of the 
Tunisian Coast Guard and Navy is.

JANUARY 2023 

1 January 

Alarm Phone ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ ŎŀǎŜ ǘƻ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ bDhΨǎΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƘŜƭǇ ƻŦ Colibri 2 
(Pilotes Volontaires) the Geo Barents (Médecins Sans Frontières) is the only ship which 
responds and rescues the 44 people (1). 

2 January  

After Alarm Phone relayed the distress call from 41 people fleeing Libya a merchant vessel close 
by conducts the rescue. Later the better equipped Geo Barents takes over the people and gets 
the order to disembark the shipwrecked in Taranto, Italy, which is a 2 days journey away. 

7 January 

Following an alert from Alarm Phone, the Geo Barents rescues 73 people from an overcrowded 
rubber boat. The same day, the Ocean Viking (SOS Mediteranée) rescues another 37 people. 
Both ships were immediately ordered after the rescue to disembark at an Italian port 3-4 days 
of navigation away (2)(3). 

24 January 
Seabird 2 (Sea Watch) finds a 69 people on a rubber boat and relays the information to 
ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ bDhΩǎ (4). Geo Barents arrives first and rescues the group. 

25 January 

The Geo Barents follows up on another 2 distress alerts from Alarm Phone (5)(6). With the help 
of Seabird 2, she rescues another 168 people. 

A third boat in distress relayed by Alarm Phone gets rescued by the Ocean Viking. Seabird 2 
supports the rescue from above. 

        
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

Picture MSF Sea @MSF_Sea 
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Picture Sea Watch, @seawatchcrew 

Picture Sea-Watch International 
@seawatch_intl 

3

5

Picture Sea-Watch international 
@seawatch_intl 



13 

 

FEBRUARY 2023 

 

2 February  

Seabird 2 finds 31 people in distress and the Sea-Eye 4 (Sea-Eye) rescues the group. 

The boat departed from Tunisia and drifted at sea for 6 days before they were found. 

Unfortunately, о ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅΦ Cwhb¢9· ǿŀǎ ŀƭǎƻ on scene, but 

didƴΩǘ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜ with anyone in the vicinity about the boat. 

3 February 

Alarm Phone ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎ Ŏŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘǎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ bDhΩǎ ƛƴ the 

vicinity. The Sea-Eye 4 rescues the 78 people. After the rescue, Italy orders the ship to 

disembark the survivors and the bodies on board 1000 km away in Northern Italy. At 

the captain protest, a port of 500 km distance gets assigned (7). 

13 February 
The Geo Barents spots a wooden boat carrying 48 people which departed from Libya. 

Everybody gets transferred on board safely. 

14 February 
The Ocean Viking rescues 84 people from a rubber boat. The group reached out to 

Alarm Phone earlier (8). 

15 February 

The Aita Mari (Salvamento Maritimo Humanitario) spots a group of 31 people fleeing 

Tunisia. Alarm Phone was alerted by worried relatives of the group about the boat (9). 

As in Tunisia satellite phones are illegal and forbidden to sell, people leaving Tunisia by 

ōƻŀǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ƭƛŦŜ-saving communication devices with 

them. 

16 February 
The Life Support (Emergency) rescues 46 people who departed from Libya in a wooden 

boat. 

17 February 
A second boat carrying 107 people gets spotted and rescued by the crew of the Life 

Support (10). 

21 February The Aita Mari rescues 40 people from an iron boat fleeing Tunisia. 

26 February 

A boat with more than 200 people capsizes 20 nautical miles off the coast of Crotone, 

Italy. 67 bodies were recovered while more remain missing. The Italian Coast Guard 

knew about the unseaworthy boat already the day before. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



14 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 

8 

Picture maydayterraneo 
@maydayterraneo 


